
Emán Williams and Kate Friedman Louisiana 

Department of Health 

Collaborating to Provide 

Louisiana’s Communities with the 

Environmental Health Tools to 

Make Informed Decisions 

Photo courtesy of Cade Martin, CDC  



“ 

” 

Alone we can do so little; together 
we can do so much”  

Helen Keller 



Presentation Topics 

o Today’s Objectives  

o SEET and SEET Resources 

oCDC’s Environmental Public Health Tracking Program 

o Louisiana Environmental Public Health Tracking Pilot Projects 

o LDH/LDEQ Collaboration through the Years  

o Louisiana’s Environmental Public Health Tracking Program 

o LDH Health Data Portal Demonstration 

 



 Objectives   

oIncrease awareness about the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention’s (CDC) Environmental Public Health Tracking (Tracking) and 
the Louisiana Department of Health’s (LDH) Tracking Programs 

oIncrease awareness about LDH/LDEQ ‘s Tracking partnership 

oIncrease awareness about additional LDH resources available through the 
Health Data Portal & Section of Environmental Epidemiology & Toxicology 
(SEET) 

oIncrease awareness about LDH’s Health Data Portal  

 

 



Getting to Know the LDH Section of 

Environmental Epidemiology & Toxicology 

(SEET) 
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 SEET Resources 

oKnowledgeable staff 

o Environmental Publications on a variety of Louisiana specific topics 

o Toll Free Hotline 1-888-293-7020 

oWebsite: http://ldh.la.gov/seet 

 

 



SEET Publications  



“ 

” 

Better Information for a 
Better Health  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T1Ad79HGeJE 



 Making Connections 

oThe environment plays a role in our 
development and our health.  

oResearchers have been able to link 
some environmental hazards  to 
certain diseases. 

 

 



Connections Between the Environmental 

Hazards and Health Outcomes  

oLead and Neurological Problems 

oAir Quality and Asthma 

oAsbestos and Mesothelioma  
 



Birth of Environmental Public Health Tracking 

o2001: Pew Environmental Health 
Commission released “America’s 
Environmental Health Gap:  Why the 
Country Needs a Nationwide Health 
Tracking Network.” 

oReport Findings: Existing 
environmental health system is neither 
adequate nor well organized, 
recommended the  creation of a 
“Nationwide Health Tracking Network 
for diseases and exposures (CDC, 
2005).” 

 



 Let’s Get Tracking 

o2002-2006: Congress provided the 
CDC with funding for Tracking pilot 
projects. 

 

o2006: Congress provided the CDC 
with funding to establish the CDC’s  
Tracking Program   

 

o2009: CDC launched the CDC’s 
Tracking Program 
www.ephtracking.cdc.gov  

 

http://www.ephtracking.cdc.gov/


 Environmental Public Health Tracking Program  

 

 



 Tracking Data 

oTypes of Indicators  

• Core Indicators   

• Indicators of community 
interest  

 

 

* Source Louisiana Department of 

Environmental Quality (LDEQ)  



Health Indicators 

oAsthma  

oBirth Defects - new 

oCancer  

oCarbon Monoxide Poisoning 

oChildhood Lead Poisoning  

oHeart Attack 

oReproductive and Birth Outcomes 
 



Environmental Indicators 

oClimate  

oAmbient Air (ozone and particulate 
matter) 

oPublic Drinking Water (Arsenic and 
Nitrates) 

 

* Source LDEQ  



Population Indicators 

oHealth Factors and Behaviors 

oSociodemographics 

oPopulations Exposures 

oPesticide Exposures 

oChildhood Blood Lead (coming 
soon) 



 Tracking Grantees 

 

 



CDC’s Tracking Website 



Louisiana’s Tracking Pilot Projects and Program 

 

 



 LA Act 666 

2003: LA Act 666 required the state 
to develop an environmental health 
surveillance system to track physical, 
chemical, biological, and social factors 
that may play a role in the 
development of chronic diseases 
affecting the citizens of Louisiana. 

 



 History of Tracking in Louisiana 

 

 



Wood Preservation and Treatment Pilot 

Project  

This project focused on linking 
environmental, exposure and 
health outcome data from wood 
preservation and treatment sites. 
 



Fish Tissue and Blood Mercury Project  

The purpose of this project was to 
collect fish-tissue mercury and 
human blood mercury data to 
identify communities where the 
residents had high blood mercury 
levels and were eating fish that 
had high levels of mercury.  
 



“ 

” 

Our goal was to create a site that makes it 
easy for researchers and anyone else who 
is interested in Louisiana’s health care 
data to find and analyze the information  

Dr. Rebekah Gee, Secretary of the Louisiana Department of Health  

 



Components of LA Tracking 

oIT Network Planning & Development 

oPartnerships, Agreements & 
Contracts 

oData Preparation & Analysis 

oPromotion, Marketing and Outreach 
and Risk Messaging 

 



LDH/LDEQ Partnership: Air Quality  

Source: LDEQ  



LDH/LDEQ Partnership: Fish Advisory Program  



Source LDEQ: Devil’s Swamp Lake (proposed Superfund site) 

LDH/LDEQ Partnership: Environmental Health Assessment  



 The Louisiana Tracking Website 

www.ldh.la.gov/tracking 

 

http://www.ldh.la.gov/tracking


 LDH Health Data Portal 

Partnership between the LDH Office of Public Health Bureau of Health 
Informatics and the Louisiana Tracking Program 

http://healthdata.dhh.la.gov 
 

http://healthdata.dhh.la.gov/


 Portal Screenshot 

 

 

oA portal demonstration will follow the LDH & LDEQ speakers  

 

 

 



Query and Map Features 

Dual, linked views 

Pop-out windows 

Time Slider 

Info Tab (Metadata) 

CSV Download 

Glossary 

Benchmarks (US & State Rates) 

Layer Opacity 

Coming Soon: 

Integration of New Background 
Layers from Federal and State 
Partners (Land Use, Forest Canopy, 
Elevation) 

 



Data Requests 

oContact us at tracking@la.gov 

oTell us about your project 

oWe will contact the data owner 
and IRB designees 

oFinal decision will be made to 
disseminate data 

 

 

 

mailto:tracking@la.gov


 Tracking Resources 

CDC National Tracking Network: 

www.ephtracking.cdc.gov 

LDH Tracking: 

Website: www.ldh.la.gov/tracking 

Health Data Portal: 
http://healthdata.dhh.la.gov 

E-mail: tracking@la.gov 

http://www.ephtracking.cdc.gov/
http://www.ldh.la.gov/tracking
http://healthdata.dhh.la.gov/
mailto:tracking@la.gov


Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals 
628 North 4th Street, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802 

(225) 342-9500 

Contact Information 

Kate Friedman, MNS 
Environmental Health 
Scientist Supervisor 
Kate.Friedman@LA.gov 
225-342-7135 
 

SEET Toll Free Number 
1-888-293-7020 
 
 
 

Emán Williams, MSPH 
Health Communication 
Specialist  
Eman.Williams@la.gov 
504-568-8143 
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Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals 
628 North 4th Street, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802 

(225) 342-9500 


